MEETING RULES FOR THE DISTRICT COUNCIL OF DISTRICT 19 TOASTMASTERS INTERNATIONAL
May, 2016
Rule 1.  Credentials:  

Only those delegates holding ballots received at the credentials desk are eligible to speak or vote on any matter.  Toastmasters who are not members of the District Council may not speak without permission of the assembly.
Rule 2.  How to Vote:


Voice Vote – When prompted, say “Aye” or “No”.

Rising or Counted Vote – When prompted, hold up your numbered voting card until instructed to lower it.


Ballot Vote – Use the special slips of paper given to you at the credentials desk.  You will be instructed on which paper to use.
Rule 3.  Unanimous Consent:

To help expedite the meeting, for some routine business matters, the chair will use unanimous consent.  You will hear the chair use the phrase, “If there are no objections, such and such will be adopted.”  If you have an objection, or you just think the assembly should discuss and vote formally, say, “Objection” or “I object”.  You do not need to be recognized.  Just blurting it is okay.   The chair will then use the more formal method of stating the motion, debate, and voting.

Rule 4.  Debate:

1. If you want to speak in debate, stand or raise your hand.  Wait for the chair to recognize you; say your name and your club; and then say what you want to say—relevant to the discussion.  
2. The chair will try to alternate between those speaking in favor of a motion and those opposed to a motion.

3. You cannot speak a second time on any motion until all members who wish to speak a first time have had the opportunity to do so.

4. No member speaks in debate more than twice on the same motion, or longer than 2 minutes per speech, without permission of the delegates, granted by a two-thirds vote without debate.

5. The timekeeper will indicate when there is ½ minute remaining and when time has elapsed.

Rule 5.  Minutes Approval Committee

The minutes of the District Council meeting shall be approved by the Minutes Approval Committee, a committee of three delegates appointed by the District Director at the beginning of the meeting.

Rule 6.  Parliamentary Authority

The rules contained in the current edition of Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the meeting in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with the governing documents of Toastmasters International, District 19 Procedures, and these convention standing rules.
Rule 7.  Electronic Devices
Mobile phones and pagers shall be silenced during the meeting.   No video or audio recording shall be made of this meeting except that the proceedings may be recorded by the district secretary, to assist in writing the minutes.  Such a recording is not an official record and shall not be used in place of the minutes of the meeting. 
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